
 
 

The Old Exchange and Provost Dungeon 
 

 
 

Standards Addressed: 

 
Social Studies 

 
3-3: The student will demonstrate an understanding of the American Revolution and 

South Carolina’s role in the development of the new American nation. 

 
3-3.1   Summarize the causes of the American Revolution, including Britain’s passage of 

the Stamp Act, the Tea Act, and the Intolerable Acts; the rebellion of the colonists; and the 

writing of the Declaration of Independence.  

 

3-3.3   Summarize the course of the American Revolution in South Carolina, 

including the role of William Jasper and Fort Moultrie; the occupation of Charles 

Town by the British; the partisan warfare of Thomas Sumter, Andrew Pickens, 

and Francis Marion; and the battles of Cowpens, Kings Mountain, and Eutaw 

Springs.  
 

Visual Arts 

 
Standard 1: The student will demonstrate competence in the use of ideas, materials, 

techniques, and processes in the creation of works of visual art.  

 

Indicators  

 

VA3-1.1 Use his or her own ideas in creating works of visual art.  

 
VA3-1.3 Use and combine a variety of materials, techniques, and processes to create 
works of visual art. 
 
 
 

Objectives: 

 
1. Students will demonstrate their understanding of four historical, South Carolina figures 

and how their roles during the Revolution contributed to Charleston history. 

 
2. Students will make a connection between the four historical accounts and the 

history/role of the Old Exchange and Provost Dungeon. 

 
Materials: 

 
Teacher lesson: 

 Write-up- “History of the Old Exchange and Provost Dungeon” 

 Pictures- Labeled A, B, C, D, and E 

 Online virtual tour Old Exchange- http://www.knowitall.org/letsgo/lgoe/test.html 

(ctrl click to go to link) 

 Information on the Powder Magazine   http://www.powdermag.org/  (ctrl click to 

http://www.knowitall.org/letsgo/lgoe/test.html
http://www.powdermag.org/


go to link) 

Group activity: 

 5 handouts- “William Moultrie,” “Isaac Hayne,” “Christopher Gadsden,” 

“Peter Sinkler” “Charles Pinckney” 

 5 large sheets of poster board (pre-titled, one for each of the four names) 

 5 stacks of construction paper (variety of colors) 

 5 pairs of scissors 

 5 sets of markers (variety of colors) 

 5 glue sticks 

 
Assessment: 

 Crossword puzzle worksheet- “The Old Exchange and Provost Dungeon” 

(one per student) 

 Rubric (one per student) 

 
Procedures: 

 
1. Review with the students their recent trip to the Powder Magazine. Ask students to 

recall what they learned. (Or use online virtual tour and of the Exchange Building 

and The Powder Magazine Website links in the Reference section) 

 
2. Ask the students what they know about the Exchange building with questions: “Do you 

know where the Exchange building is?” “What do you know about the building and its 

history?” “What do you know, or what have we learned so far, about the American 

Revolution?” 

 
3. Connect the Powder Magazine to the Exchange building. Ask the question: “Why or 

how do you think the two are related?” 

 
4. Using the write-up, “History of the Old Exchange and Provost Dungeon,” and “The 

Powder Magazine”, provide the students with a background of the buildings, from their 

beginnings to present day. (If possible, the write-up should be displayed in the 

PowerPoint so the students can follow along as it is being read.) 

 
5. Display pictures and online virtual tour where indicated in the write-up. If an 

PowerPoint is not available to show the pictures, have students pass them around. 

 
6. Explain to the students that there are many historical people who were somehow 

connected to the Exchange and Provost Dungeon- the dungeon tour only includes several 

of them. 

 
7. Tell the students they will be creating their own present-day dungeon tour as a class, 

and explain to them what they will be doing: 

 
a. The students will be divided into five groups. 



b. Each group will be given a factual story about a historical person from South 

Carolina.  Explain their  contributions to the American Revolution and the 

beginning of the United States and he was connected in some way to the Old 

Exchange and Provost Dungeon. 

 
c. Each group will read their story together and create one poster with pictures, 

symbols, and/or words that represent their person. 

 
d. Groups will then share what they learned with the class, and the posters will be 

combined to create an original tour of the Old Exchange Building. 

 
8. Divide students into the five groups. Assign each group one of the five historical 

figure handouts. 

 
9. Give groups approximately 10-15 minutes to read about and discuss their assigned 

historical person. The teacher should provide help with the material when needed. 

 
10. Distribute the pre-titled poster boards to the respective groups. Each group should 

also be given a stack of construction paper, a pair of scissors, a set of markers, and a glue 

stick. 

 
11. Tell the groups they have approximately 20-25 minutes to create a poster that 

represents the historical person they learned about. They should include pictures, 

symbols, and keywords that depict what they read. 

 

12. Tell the groups they must work as a team and brainstorm as many ideas as they can 
think of- be creative! 

 
13. Encourage students to use all the creative materials given. The teacher should move 

among groups and help with ideas where needed. 

 
14. Once the groups have completed their posters, bring the class back together. One at a 

time, the groups will share their posters and information with the rest of the class. 

 
15. Post the five posters somewhere in the classroom for the assessment. (It is 

recommended to post the historical figure handouts with the posters so students are sure 

to have access to all information.) 

 
16. Once the assessment is completed, the posters can be displayed in the hall outside the 

classroom (along with historical figure handouts) so that the students can share their “Old 

Exchange tour” with the rest of the school. 

 
Assessment: 

 
1. Give a copy of “The Old Exchange and Provost Dungeon” crossword to each student. 

 
2. Students will use the posters (and historical figure handouts, if necessary) to find the 

answers to their crossword puzzle. (Rubric attached) 



Extension Activities: 
 
1. Students will read the book, Almost Invisible: Black Patriots of the American 

Revolution by Kate Sally Palmer. In journals or on a sheet of paper, students will respond 

to the question: "Did you know that African Americans fought in the Revolutionary War? 

Choose one soldier's story from the book and tell why it was your favorite or the most 

interesting?" 

link: http://www.warbranchpress.com/almostinvisible.html 
 

2. As a class or in groups, students will play the interactive website game, “Road to the 

Revolution.” 

link: http://www.pbs.org/ktca/liberty/road.html 

http://www.warbranchpress.com/almostinvisible.html
http://www.pbs.org/ktca/liberty/road.html
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Attached Materials: 
 
 

William Moultrie 
 

 

 
 

 

William Moultrie was a colonel (kernel) in the American army during the 

Revolutionary War. Part of his job was to build a fort on the water at Sullivan’s Island 

to keep the British from coming into Charleston. He decided to build it with sand and 

soft wood from palmetto trees, which others thought would not be strong enough. 

When the British arrived in their ships in 1776, the fort was still not finished. This 

made people more afraid that it would not keep the enemy out of Charleston. 

William, however, was sure that it would work, and when the British fired their 

270 cannons at the fort none of their shots could get through the soft wood and sand. 

William and his men had only 31 cannons, but all of their shots hit British ships. So 

the Americans won that battle against the British. The fort was then named after 

William and was called Fort Moultrie. William created a flag for his men. It was blue 

with a white moon shape, or crescent, to match their uniforms. A picture of a palmetto 

tree was then added because he had built his fort from palmetto wood. The flag he 

made is the same South Carolina flag we have today. 

During the Americans’ fight against the British, William was afraid the Powder Magazine 

would be attacked. So he secretly moved 10,000 pounds of gunpowder from the Powder 

Magazine to the dungeon of the Exchange building. He piled all of it in one corner and built 

a wall there to keep it hidden. The British never found the gunpowder and even the 



prisoners who were kept in the dungeon never knew it was there. When the Americans finally 

ran the British out of Charleston for good, William found the gunpowder just as he had left 

it. 

Right after William first hid the gunpowder in the dungeon, the British 

captured him and other Americans and he was kept in a different prison for two years. 

When the British left the town for good and the people of Charleston were free, 

William was released from prison. He then became governor of South Carolina in 

1785. 



Isaac Hayne 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Isaac Hayne was born in Charleston and became a successful rice plantation 

owner. He was a man of the church, respected, and had a large family. Hayne also 

helped run a factory that made bullets for the Patriots (Americans). 

In 1776, Isaac Hayne joined the Patriot militia in South Carolina as a 

Captain and fought bravely.  Several years later, in 1780, Charleston surrendered, 

or gave up control, to the British.  The Patriot soldiers were put on parole, or 

prisoners kept on close watch. If Patriot soldiers made a promise of loyalty to the 

British, they were allowed to go to their homes. Hayne made the promise so that he 

could go take care of his family. His wife and children were very sick with smallpox, a 

common and deadly disease of that time period. 

When the British began losing control of the area, Isaac Hayne re-joined the 

South Carolina militia as a Colonel (kernel). He was loyal to the Patriot cause 

instead of keeping his promise to the British. Hayne was captured and placed in 

prison at the Provost Dungeon of the Exchange Buiding. Two British officers 

decided to use Colonel Hayne as an example for all the Patriot soldiers on parole. 

They sentenced him to death without a fair trial. Many people and Hayne’s children 



begged for him to live but the British refused. Isaac Hayne waited in a room of the 

Exchange Building for his death, that is named for him today. He was hung on 

August 4, 1781 outside the building in front of thousands of people. The British 

thought this would teach the Patriots a lesson but it only made them more angry and 

determined. Isaac Hayne was one of the most famous and unfair deaths of the 

Revolutionary War. 



Christopher Gadsden 
 
 

 
 

Christopher Gadsden was born in Charleston, South Carolina. As a young man, he 

worked hard and became the wealthiest merchant in Charleston. His wharf, a very long dock for 

trading with ships, was the longest in the city. 

All of the American colonies, like South Carolina, had been living and working freely in the 

New Land. The American colonists became angry when the British gave them new rules and 

taxes.  Gadsden was the first to speak out against the British in Charleston. He started the 

Sons of Liberty, a group of Charleston men that believed in their rights and freedom. They met 

under a large oak tree, called the Liberty Tree. In Boston, Massachusetts there was also a 

Sons of Liberty group led by Samuel Adams that met under their city’s Liberty Tree. Adams 

and Gadsden are remembered as two of the strongest Patriots that fought for freedom. 

The colony of South Carolina sent Christopher Gadsden to the Continental Congress 

meetings in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, where the Declaration of Independence was written. 

Gadsden did not stay to sign the Declaration, but there were four signers from South Carolina. 

Christopher Gadsden came back to join the fight as a Colonel (kernel) in the South 

Carolina militia. He brought with him the “Gadsden flag,” which he had designed for the  

United States Navy. It is bright yellow with a coiled rattlesnake and the famous words, “Don’t 

Tread On Me.” The snake was a symbol of the American colonies because they would strike 

like a mean snake if the British made them angry. In 1780 Charleston had to surrender, or give 



up control, to the British. The soldiers became prisoners of war, but were allowed to live 

normally under British rules. The British arrested Gadsden and kept him in the Provost 

Dungeon of the Exchange Building. They did not have a reason but they were afraid of his 

power in Charleston. Christopher Gadsden lived through years of prison and was important in 

writing the Constitution for America and for the state of South Carolina. 



Peter Sinkler 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Peter Sinkler was one of the most successful planters in colonial Charleston. 

He worked hard and made his money from growing and selling cattle, sheep, hogs, 

grain, and indigo, which is a plant used to make blue dye for clothing. At the beginning 

of the American Revolution, Peter was a big supporter of his country and wanted to 

help the Patriots (Americans) fight off the British. The other citizens of Charleston 

really liked and admired Peter and always listened to what he had to say. The British 

did not like that Peter was so popular among the others and wanted to capture him. 

They bribed Peter’s brother-in-law into telling them where they could find him. 

The British captured Peter and took him away without allowing him to talk to 

his family. They also destroyed his crops and animals. Peter was taken to the Provost 

dungeon at the bottom of the Exchange building. At the prison, he was not allowed 

to change clothes and was thrown into the post office room with a crowd of other 

prisoners. There were no beds or straw for them to lie on. 

Peter died in the dungeon from Typhus fever, a disease he got from living with 

lice and fleas in the prison. Before he died he planned a secret trick on the British. 



He asked that his coffin be filled with gunpowder and taken to the American army to 

help them fight the British. His body was then secretly buried under St. Phillip’s 

church. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Charles Pinckney 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Shortly after, he and his father fought in the 

American Revolution and were captured by the 

British in 1780.  Charles’ father agreed to swear 

allegiance to the British crown of King Charles to 

gain his freedom and keep his lands, including Snee 

Farm Plantation.  But Charles was a true patriot and 

would not renounce his pledge to gain independence for the colonies.  He 

remained in prison until 1781.  

Do you know when the colonies finally gained their independence from 

Great Britain?  It was 1783 and a grand site it must have been to see George 

Washington and his troops ride through the British line after the British 

surrendered in Yorktown. 

Four years later, Pinckney was sent to Philadelphia to represent South 

Carolina as a delegate to the Constitutional Convention.  Though he was the 

2nd youngest of the delegates, he submitted a detailed plan of government, 

called the Pinckney Draft.  Many of his ideas were included in the new 

Constitution that insures freedom to all forever!  When he returned to South 

Carolina, he urged the representatives and other leaders to ratify the new 

federal constitution.  He spoke from the steps of the Exchange Building.  Then 

he got to work to help write a new constitution for the state of South Carolina.  

One thing he added was a guarantee of religious freedom. 

Charles Pinckney served as governor of South Carolina for four terms: 

1789 to 1791, 1791 to 1792, 1796 to 1798, and again from 1806 to 1808.  He 

believed strongly in the words he helped write and, though he was wealthy, he 

changed his political views to help the common man.  The common man 

would be the settler who made his own life from the opportunity to own land 

and livestock.  

Pinckney supported Thomas Jefferson for President in 1800. After 

Jefferson’s victory, he was appointed ambassador to Spain. He also helped 

with the purchase of the Louisiana Territory from France and continued to 

serve the people of his state and his country.  For him, duty to his nation was a 

sacred trust and would come with a great personal sacrifice.  His dedication to 

this new country cost him all of his money. Pinckney died on October 29, 

1824 and is buried at St. Philip’s Episcopal Church in Charleston 

The settlement of Charlestown 

had nearly reached its hundredth 

birthday when Charles Pinckney was 

born on October 26, 1757.  As the 

son of a well-known colonist, it is 

not surprising that Charles would 

also serve his state and country.  At 

the age of 21, he was a representative 

in the South Carolina General 

Assembly. 
 
 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States


 

 
Pinckney's grave at St. Philip's in Charleston 

In 1821, Pinckney's health beginning to fail, he retired for the last time from 

politics. He died in 1824, just 3 days after his 67th birthday. He was laid to 

rest at St. Philip's Episcopal Churchyard in Charleston. 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Pinckneygrave1.jpg


THE POWDER MAGAZINE 

 

The Powder Magazine, originally a military storage area for loose gun powder, is located 

on Cumberland Street in Charleston, SC. It is a small brick building with walls three feet 

thick and four groin arches that were designed to implode in case of an explosion. This was 

necessary so the surrounding property would not be subject to a spreading fire in case of an 

explosion of any kind- an accidental one or from an enemy invasion.  

 

By 1704 Charles Towne was an English walled city and the erection of The Powder 

Magazine was completed in the North West corner of this enclosure in 1713 under the Lord 

Proprietors rule. The walled city was bordered by the present Meeting, Cumberland, East 

Bay and Water Streets---four blocks long and two blocks wide. The entrance gates and the 

draw bridge were at Meeting and Broad Streets. A Half Moon Battery was at the other end 

of Broad Street. Four Bastions (military outposts) protecting the city were located at each 

corner of the quadrantal enclosure with eighty-four cannons along the waterfront protecting 

the city from the French, the Spanish, the Pirates and the Indians.  

 

The Powder Magazine, a National Historic Landmark, has been restored to its original 

appearance (except for the addition of a thin plaster wash inside to protect the brick from a 

chronic moisture problem). It was used as a powder magazine from 1713-1770 and again 

briefly during the Revolutionary War. Its other uses during its first 200 years were as a 

stable, a wine cellar, a print shop and finally a museum. In the 20th Century its present 

owners operated it as their Headquarters, meeting place and museum.  

 

In 1901 The National Society of The Colonial Dames of America in the State of South 

Carolina secured this hallowed relic of Charleston’s past which, like the city, has endured 

the furies of wars and the ravages of nature. Today The Powder Magazine is an educational 

historic site whose owners are dedicated to revering and revealing the colonial history of 

Charleston, our state and our nation by furthering an appreciation of our national heritage 

through historic preservation, patriotic service and educational projects.  

 

 



History of the Old Exchange and Provost 

Dungeon 

* In 1680, the first European settlers in Charleston decided to build the city on the 
 

peninsula of the Charleston Harbor because it was to become the largest port in the 

colonial south for importing and exporting goods and slaves. 

(show picture A) 
 

* They built a brick wall around the city and placed cannons along it to protect 

Charleston from Indians, pirates, and foreign invaders. 

* At the center was the Half Moon Battery, a part of the wall that curved out into the 

water in the shape of a half moon. It was armed with a cannon for protection as well. 

* On the Half Moon Battery was built the Court of Guard. It was a two-story building 

with the Council Chamber upstairs, used for public meetings, and the Guard House 

below, used as a jail. 

(show picture B) 
 

*During this time, many pirates, including Blackbeard, threatened the city of Charleston 

and its trade business. They would capture and raid ships coming into the harbor that 

were bringing goods to the city. Pirates who were caught were kept in the prison of the 

Guard House. Among these were the famous “Gentleman” Stede Bonnett and his crew. 

* By 1766, as many as 300 ships would be seen at the Charleston Harbor at one time. 

Goods were coming in from around the world and Charleston’s biggest export was rice. 

By that time, Charleston had become the chief city in the Southern colonies. 

(show picture C) 
 

* Due to the many imports and exports of goods in Charleston, the city needed an 

exchange building that could handle all of the business. So the colony asked the British 

king for permission to build such a building. 

* Once the building was approved, the South Carolina officials decided to build it at the 

Half Moon Battery where the Guard House stood because it was the most prominent spot 

in Charleston. This meant that the Guard House would have to be torn down. 



* 60,000 pounds (the British currency) was needed to build the exchange. The money 

was raised through taxes placed on items that all South Carolina citizens needed and 

would have to buy. 

* The Exchange building was completed in 1771 and became one of the three most 

important buildings in colonial America. (The other two were in Boston and 

Philadelphia.) 

(show picture D) 
 

* The top two floors of the Exchange building were used for offices, entertaining, and 

social activities. The cellar (or dungeon as it was later called) was used to store goods 

that were being exported, like rice, indigo, and cotton. 

* Many important events took place at the Exchange. One of those events was in 1766, 

when South Carolina declared their independence from the British on the steps of the 

building. Another was in 1791, when George Washington was entertained at the 

Exchange. 

* In 1780, when the British returned to Charleston and captured the city (after South 

Carolina had already declared their independence from them) they took over the 

Exchange building. The British used the building as their headquarters. 

* The cellar that had been used to store goods was turned into a prison and was given the 

name “Provost Dungeon,” as we know it today. Many Charleston citizens were taken 

from their homes (which the British began occupying) and were thrown into the dungeon. 

Among the prisoners were both men and women. For many of them, their only crime was 

being an American. 

* Prisoners were kept in the dungeon under the worst of conditions. They were put in 

irons and chained to the walls and floor. The dungeon was damp and cold, which led to a 

lot of sickness and deaths. Many suffered from diseases like cholera and yellow fever. 

The prisoners also lived among rats, mice, lice, and fleas. 

* The dungeon floor of the Exchange was used this way as a prison for two years until 

the British finally left Charleston for good in 1782. The Exchange was then given back to 

the citizens of Charleston by the South Carolina government. The building went back to 

the way it was before the British came, with the top two floors being used for business 



and social gatherings, city hall, and local elections and the dungeon being used as a 

warehouse. 

* In 1818, Charleston sold the Exchange building to the federal government for $60,000, 

and it became a post office. A new U.S. Customs house was built a few blocks down and 

all exchange and city government business was done from there. 

* In 1965, historians tore up the floor of the Provost dungeon and discovered part of the 

wall of the Half Moon Battery. The Exchange had been built on top of it, and it had been 

buried for almost 200 years. The historians worked to restore the dungeon to how it had 

looked in the colonial days. They wanted to show the important role that South Carolina 

had in world trade and government during that time. 

(show online virtual tour of the dungeon while explaining this next part) 
 

* Today, the Exchange and Provost Dungeon are open to the public and they offer daily 

tours of the dungeon. The uncovered part of the Half Moon Battery can be seen on the 

tour. One can also observe the structure of the ceiling, which is vaulted in places. (Point 

this part out on the virtual tour.) Amazingly, those very top points in the ceiling are only 

one brick thick and are supporting the weight of the building above. The architects 

designed the dungeon so that the vaulted ceilings and large brick arching columns (point 

to columns on virtual tour) would be able to do just that. The Exchange building has 

remained standing through strong hurricanes, earthquakes, and wars. 

(show picture E) 
 

* The dungeon tour has life-size mechanical models that move and talk. They tell the 

stories of prisoners who were actually kept there during the revolution. 



 



 



 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 



The Old Exchange and Provost Dungeon 

Crossword Puzzle 
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ACROSS 
2 The Exchange Building was built in this 

time period. 

3What did Colonel Moultrie hide from the 

British? 

5 When it was built, the Exchange Building 
sat right on the    

7 The Patriot like Christopher Gadsden in 

Boston,Massachusetts. 

10 The South Carolina flag is blue with a 
white, crescent    

12 Where the Sons of Liberty held meetings. 

14 Symbol for the colonies on the Gadsden 
flag. 

15 How was Isaac Hayne killed by the British? 

DOWN 
1The type of tree used to build Fort Moultrie. 

4 The man who died IN the Provost 
Dungeon . 

6 Who has a room named for him in the 

Exchange  Building? 
8 In 1780, Charleston was forced to    

9 Gunpowder was snuck to the Patriots in 
Peter Sinkler's    

11Who captured all of these men? 

13 What did the British do to find Peter 

Sinkler? 



CLUE ANSWER 

 
Gadsden 

1) where the Sons of Liberty held meetings Liberty Tree 

 
2) the Patriot like Gadsden in Boston, MA Samuel Adams 

 
3) symbol for the colonies on the Gadsden flag snake 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Hayne 
4) who has room named for him in the Ex Bldg? Hayne 

 

5) in 1780, Charleston was forced to    surrender 
 

6) How did the British kill Isaac Hayne? hung 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Moultrie 

7) the type of tree used to build Fort Moultrie palmetto 

 
8) What did Col. Moultrie hide from the British? gunpowder 

 

9) the SC flag is blue with a white, crescent    moon 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Sinkler 

10) the man who died in the Provost Dungeon Peter Sinkler 
 

11) Gunpowder was snuck to the Patriots in a    coffin 
 

12) What did the British do to find Peter Sinkler? bribed 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

13) when it was built, the Ex Bldg sat right on the    water 
 

14) the Ex Bldg is historically important to what period colonial 

 
15) Who captured all of these men? British 
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This Teacher Resource Packet was completed as part of a requirement for a Social 

Studies course in the Master of Arts in Teaching (MAT) program at the College of 

Charleston (CofC) 
 

For further information, please visit The Charleston Powder Magazine website at 

http://www.powdermag.org. 

http://www.powdermag.org/
http://www.powdermag.org/

